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Council: Housing Code
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What’s
happening in 
and around 
Postville.......
Leaf pick up
Leaf Pickup -  The City 
of Postville will be picking 
up leaves at curbside with 
the leaf vac machine begin-
ning Monday, Oct. 6, 2008. 
The leaf vac machine will 
run every Monday and more 
often as necessary through-
out the fall season.
Tailgate supper
Junior Class Tailgate 
supper will be held prior 
to the Homecoming Parade 
Thursday October 2 from 4 
to 6 p.m. at the 4-Way Stop 
next to Moores Grocery 
Store. Cost is $5 for Pork 
Sandwiches, Chips, Milk, 
Homemade Ice Cream, 
Bars
Club of the Hour to 
meet
Club of the Hour will 
meet on Monday, October 
6th at the home of Susan 
Griffin at 7:30 PM.
Housing Code 
meeting Oct. 16
 The next Housing Code 
meeting will be held Thurs-
day, Oct. 16, 2008, at 5:00 
p.m. at the City Council 
Chambers in City Hall.
Homecoming is 
this weekend. See 
details on pages 10 
and 11........
 parade, pep rally, 
game, dance, Hall 
of Fame.....
Join the fun!
Senior Center 
Robby Scott during 
the game at Valley 
Friday night. The 
Pirates came home 
with a 20-8 victory 
and hope to keep the 
winning streak alive 
this week for Home-
coming.
(Photo by Wyatt Schultz)
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 Monona
 563-539-2061
 Check 
 www.BIRDNOW.com
 or call  Toll Free 
 1.888.BIRDNOW
 (247-3669) for inventory & 
 more information or 
 stop by our Dealership! 
 You’ve got to get to our 
 place, you’ll like the
 way we treat you!
 We’re 
 Your Closest 
 Dealer
 Part of the BIRDNOW DEALERSHIPS
 in Monona, Fayette, Cascade, Jesup, 
 Oelwein & Independence. 
 Buick, Pontiac, Cadillac, Ford, Lincoln & 
 Mercury available at our Oelwein location.
 If we don’t have 
 what you’re 
 looking for, tell us. 
 We likely have it 
 at one of our 
 other locations.
Homecoming candidates, masters of ceremony
Homecoming festivities are in full swing this week at Postville High School. See pages ten and eleven for all the activi-
ties. Pictured here are king and queen candidates (from the top) Christa Miner and Jason Mueller, Jenna Brincks and 
Robby Scott, Carol Steva and Dillon Imoehl, Belgica Hernandez, and Kassidy Cook, Kelsey Heins and Brent Schutte. On 
the bottom are Jennifer Lubka and Kori Berg who are MC’s for this week’s activities. Josh Lechtenberg, who is also an 
MC, was not present when the photo was taken.
A message from the fire chief
The Postville Fire Department will be starting its annual 
fund drive in October. Firemen will be going door to door 
asking for your contributions to this year’s event. The fire 
department has pledged this year’s contributions towards a 
new pumper/ tanker. This truck will be replacing two very 
old pumpers and also an older tanker. By obtaining this new 
truck, we will be able to better serve the entire community. 
If you have any question on this, please feel free to ask any 
of you fellow volunteer firefighters. Fire Prevention Week 
is October 5-11. Jeff Bohr, Postville Fire Chief.
Human resource employees 
enter not guilty pleas
Laura Althouse and Kar-
ine Freund entered pleas of 
not guilty last Wednesday in 
U.S. District court in Cedar 
Rapids. The women, both 
human resource employ-
ees at Agriprocessors, Inc., 
are charged with aiding and 
abetting  aggravated identity 
theft.
Ms. Althouse, is accused 
of helping a supervisor assist 
employees with the comple-
tion of new applications, in 
new names and using newly 
acquired false identifica-
tion documents, as stated in 
a criminal complaint docu-
ment.
Also according to the 
complaint, the incident sup-
posedly happened May 11, a 
day before the raid at Agripro-
cessors.
Freund, of Fayette, is 
charged with harboring and 
aiding and abetting  the har-
boring of undocumented 
aliens.
 Also an employee in hu-
man relations, Freund was 
implicated by former undocu-
mented employees who indi-
cated she helped obtain false 
identification documents for 
them. These allegations, like 
those charged to Althouse, 
are all taken from the filed 
criminal complaint.
If convicted, Althouse 
faces up to 12 years in federal 
prison and Freund faces up to 
five years.
Both women also face 
more 9,000 simple misde-
meanor charges of child la-
bor law violations filed by 
the state of Iowa. They pled 
not guilty to those charges in 
Allamakee County District 
Court last week.
New school year welcomes new faculty, staff to Postville Community Schools
By Kassidy Cook
With the new school year 
brings some new teachers. 
Some teachers have moved 
from one grade to another, 
and some are completely new 
to Postville. Regardless, the 
teachers are excited for the 
new school year and are off 
to a great start. 
Megan Kailhofer is the 
new FLES- elementary Span-
ish- teacher. She graduated 
from Luther College and did 
her student teaching here at 
Postville.
“I was fortunate enough 
to do my student teaching ex-
perience in Postville last fall, 
and I simply became attached 
to everyone I met,” Kailhofer 
said.
Katie Elledge took over 
the middle school science job 
this year in place of Lucas 
Jansen. Katie, an Upper Iowa 
alum, was introduced to Post-
ville through being a substi-
tute teacher here.
Another new face to the 
middle school is Joy Mine-
kwu. Joy is a graduate of 
Postville High School and 
attended Upper Iowa Univer-
sity. She is now the middle 
school Spanish teacher, as 
Vicki Hoffman is no longer 
filling that position. 
In the high school, Anne 
Youngerman is the only new 
teacher. Anne teaches chem-
istry, forensics, and environ-
mental science. Originally 
from Osage, she attended 
Iowa State University and lat-
er had a long term substitut-
ing job at Osage. From there 
she applied to several schools 
and decided that Postville 
would be the best fit for her.
New paraprofessionals 
this year are Kelly Olson and 
Sandy Riese, who both work 
in the elementary and middle 
school. Also, Matt Leeman 
has moved from first grade 
to fourth grade to take Tracy 
Decker’s spot, and Dolly 
Schultz, who was a para-
professional in the middle 
school, is now working in the 
high school library.
When asked what they 
like best about working at 
Postville, it was the awe-
some students and the very 
friendly staff that brought 
most of them here. Accord-
ing to them, the staff has been 
very supportive as they adjust 
to their new surroundings at 
Postville. Welcome teachers, 
and best of luck on the re-
mainder of the school year!
Oct. is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
(Editor’s Note: The following article was submitted by Helping Services of Northeast Iowa 
in observance of Domestic Violence Awareness. Please help end the cycle of violence by help-
ing those in need.)
 October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month, which gives the community a chance 
to show their support for those who are victimized.  It is a time to show the community how 
many people are affected by domestic violence, and emphasize all the efforts that are needed 
to help protect those in need.  The word Advocate literally means, “to support another”, and 
that is what all of us advocates at Helping Services for Northeast Iowa do.  We do not simply 
tell the client what to do, but we support and give them options. To give you an insight to what 
we have done in the last year, staff and volunteers from the Resource Center answered 1,675 
crisis calls, staff assisted 50 clients in court proceedings and overall, 355 victims were assisted, 
which, when you think about it, comes to nearly one new client per day.   Those numbers do 
not even include the victims that have not reached out yet for help.  More specifically, in Al-
lamakee County, we served 64 clients.  Although the work at times can be very exhausting, it 
is extremely rewarding to know that we are making a difference in the lives of the victims we 
serve. 
End the Cycle of Violence call 1800 383 2988
City Council holds special meeting as they
continue to discuss housing code 
The Postville City Coun-
cil met in special session last 
Thursday evening to continue 
discussing a proposed hous-
ing code for the city.
A large portion of the 
discussion centered around 
sleeping quarters. Accord-
ing to the document the City 
is proposing each dwelling 
must have at least one sleep-
ing room for each two adults.
The proposed ordinance 
also states that the site in and 
around the dwelling unit must 
be reasonably free from con-
ditions which seriously and 
continuously endanger the 
health and safety of the resi-
dent.
Aaron  Goldsmith, who 
was present at the meeting, 
said these types of ordinances 
as a rule do not work. He sug-
gested that the City concen-
trate on occupancy standards. 
Goldsmith read a letter from 
Dan Bartlein and Hall Swen-
son, Postville area residents 
who own multiple dwellings 
in Oelwein. Their letter said, 
in part, that such an ordinance 
was tried in Oelwein and it 
was nearly impossible to en-
force. 
Fred Comeau, also pres-
ent at the meeting, reiterated 
the fact that occupancy is the 
largest problem. He said if the 
number of occupants was re-
duced, many of the problems 
would be eliminated.
When editor Sharon 
Drahn asked if this type of 
housing code would apply to 
all home owners, the response 
was yes. All homeowners 
would be expected to comply 
to the ordinance once it was 
adopted.
Other requirements, under 
the proposed code,  include, 
but are not limited to:
•proper plumbing, a fixed 
basing with hot and cold run-
ning water, a shower or tub, 
all in proper operating condi-
New defibrillator
Postville EMT’s Dave Palas, Amy Everman and Randy Plaht demonstrate the new de-
fibrillator the Ambulance Service has acquired recently. The group was able to purchase 
the life-saving device thanks largely to a grant they received from the Upper Mississippi 
Gaming Corporation. Postville area EMT’s and fire fighters will be honored next week 
during Fire Prevention Week.  Look for the special section in next week’s Herald-Leader 
and be sure to thank our fire fighters and EMT’s when you see them. The life they save 
may be yours.
Football moms show their Pirate Pride! Go Big Red!
